At the beginning of the semester, I created goals for myself falling into three different categories. I hoped to increase my knowledge of the work I would be doing, to grow personally, and to grow as a professional. Though some of these were more easily achieved than others, and I don’t know if I fully accomplished each and every one of them, I think that I at least improved in all areas.

I strived to learn about the process of becoming a United States citizen and the common difficulties that they face. Through sitting in on client consultations, reading materials around the office, being taught by fellow colleagues, attending a training session, and various other methods, I feel I successfully achieved this goal. I have reached a great level of understanding of the process as well as the difficulties immigrants (especially from Latin America) face when coming into the United States. Not only does this increase my knowledge of these concepts, but also my empathy for those experiencing or desiring to experience the immigration process. As an advocate for improving the opportunities for immigrants to enter this country legally and attain citizenship, it is important for me to have learned about these concepts in order to educate others.

In terms of personal growth, I was able to exercise my Spanish skills as well as develop professionalism. Though I’m not sure that I will ever feel confident in saying that these goals are “complete” – because I feel there will always be something to learn in these areas – I did become more comfortable using Spanish in a work setting and improved my level of comfort working in a professional setting. I also increased my knowledge of the Spanish language specifically as it pertains to vocabulary related to the law, and specifically, to immigration.
Overall, this has been a very beneficial work experience for me. I am happy and lucky to have been placed here through the Latino Studies minor.  Not only have I acquired many personal gains from this experience, but I now also have a full semester’s worth of work experience with a very unique and prestigious organization. All semester, when I would describe my place of work to friends who would ask about it, I felt like I was truly doing something good for the community, for the organization, and for my friends. By spreading the word about this organization and their mission, as well as the issues that are still at hand in our society today, the solution to many of the problems immigrants face when coming into this country is underway. I look forward to working more with these sorts of issues and perhaps another organization similar to The Immigration Project again soon in my future.

